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This term we are going to have fun pretending we have been marooned on a deserted 
island! There are going to be some great quick builds ranging from building a treehouse to 
a pretty parrot!

During the second half of the club, the children like to join worlds on the router provided to 
work in teams on a long build project. This build may span several weeks so it is important 
that the children get the same tablet each week. Although we have suggested some long 
build ideas for each week, feel free to jiggle things around or even come up with your own.

The main thing is that the quick builds are done as described on the correct week as this 
forms the basis of the inter school competition where your school can earn points for the 
national leaderboard.

The Quick Builds

The first half of the club is usually taken up with
the quick build. The ‘Fabretta’ videos can be used 
directly from Youtube each week or downloaded
from dropbox if that is easier. Fabretta will cover
the basic learning objectives each week along
with the rules for the club and a timed quick build 
for the children to work along with.

Usually the teacher will choose the best from 
each table and get the children to show their 
creations at the front. the rest of the children
can then vote on who they want to win. You should then
take a photo (screenshot) of this with your phone and send it in to
us each week. Parents and children can then vote for their favourites online.
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Week 1- PARROT

There are approximately 393 species of parrots in the 
world which include cockatoos, parakeets and 
budgerigars. These brightly coloured birds are 
recognised by their curved beaks, clawed feet with 4 
toes, 2 facing forwards and 2 facing backwards as 
well as their upright stance and waddle. Some of 
them, like the African Grey, are even able to talk!

Parrots are often found in the warm and wet regions 
of the tropics in the Southern Hemisphere. They are 
very social birds and gather together in flocks, talking 
to each other by wiggling their tails and squawking. 

As omnivores, parrots eat meat and insects, nuts, 
flowers and seeds. In New Zealand, the kea uses it’s 
long curved beak to pull insects out of the ground for a 
tasty snack!

Parrots can live for a very, very long time. In the wild, 
they can often reach between 20-30 years old and the 
kakapo, a nocturnal breed of parrot from New Zealand, can live past 90!

Did you know…

There is a flock of wild parrots living in London! They are feral parakeets and although 
nobody really knows how they ended up there, it is widely believed that they escaped from 
pet shops. 

It is estimated that there are around 8,600 breeding pairs of these noisy birds living in 
Britain with other flocks living in more than 100 other cities in Europe!

This week's quick build is… A PARROT!

You could build a budgie, a cockatoo or 
perhaps even a brightly coloured macaw 
perching on a branch?
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Week 2 - TREE HOUSE

Tree houses are small buildings built 
around either the branches or the trunks 
of trees. They are above ground level 
and are often used as a way of escaping 
danger but are also used for leisure and 
observation. Some hotels even have 
tree houses you can stay in!

The great apes are well known for 
building shelters in trees and so it is 
believed that humans may have 
inherited this habit. In some parts of the 
world, indigenous people still live high 
up in the tropical rainforests or in houses 
raised upon stilts to avoid the dangers of 
wild animals down below and to stop them stealing their food and supplies!

        Did you know…

The record for the biggest tree house in the 
world goes to the Minister’s Tree House in 
Tennessee in the United States of America. 
It stands at 30 metres tall and was originally 
supported by only one oak tree however, as 
it grew bigger and bigger, 5 more trees were 
needed to make sure it didn’t fall down! 

This week’s quick build is ….. A TREE 
HOUSE!

Build yourself a shelter to hide from those 
pesky parrots!
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Week 3 - MONKEY

There are around 260 different species of monkeys 
and they come in all sorts of shapes, sizes and 
colours. Some, like the proboscis monkey, have 
huge wobbly noses and others are so small they can 
cling on to a single finger!

Monkeys can be divided into 2 separate categories; 
‘Old World’, monkeys who live in Africa and Asia and 
‘New World’, monkeys who live in Central and South 
America. A good way of distinguishing between the 
two groups is by looking at their tails. 

‘New World’ monkeys like the spider monkey and the 
squirrel monkey have long prehensile tails. This 
means that their tail is almost like another limb. It’s 
strong and has evolved to be able to hold branches 
and other objects. ‘Old World’ monkeys like baboons, 
don’t have tails like this. 

When we often picture monkeys, we think 
of them sitting in trees and eating bananas 
but that isn’t all they eat! As omnivores, 
they love seeds, vegetables, fruit, honey, 
flowers and insects. Some species even 
eat small birds and lizards! 

Not all monkeys live in trees either. Some, 
like the Japanese macaque, live in the 
mountains and others live in savannahs 
and woodlands. 

Did you know…

Monkeys can be really, really loud! Howler 
monkeys are thought to hold the record for the loudest land animal. Their calls can be 
heard up to 3 miles away and at 140 decibels, are equivalent to a jet engine at take off!

This week’s quick build is….A MONKEY!

Why not build your favourite monkey perching on a branch or swinging through the trees? 
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Week 4 - PIRATE

Pirates; they roamed the high seas, plundering 
treasure and frightening all who came across them. 
Shiver me timbers!

One of the most famous and well known pirates is 
Blackbeard- I’m sure you’ve heard of him! His real 
name was Edward Teach and to get money from 
people, he would frighten and intimidate them. He 
would add fuses to his long facial hair to make it smoke 
and had a wooden leg after losing his own to diabetes. 

He definitely looked like a typical pirate! 

Blackbeard’s flagship was called ‘Queen Anne’s 
Revenge’ which he commandeered in 1717 and kept 
until it ran aground a year later.

Pirates are also often associated with having scary flags and possibly the most famous 
one of all is the ‘Jolly Roger’, a black flag featuring a skull and crossbones. It was used by 
to try and scare people into handing over their loot and to show that they were pirates and 
they meant business!

Did you know…

When we think of pirates, we often picture them with eye patches and shouting 
“arrrrrrghhhh!” but there may actually a good reason for having one eye covered (and it 
wasn’t just to look menacing!) It is thought that because pirates needed to be able to go 
both above and below deck quickly and needed to be able to see, they kept one eye 
covered so it would adapt to the darkness faster. That way, they didn’t need to waste any 
time and could get stuck in to whatever pirate business it was they were doing!

This week’s quick build is… A 
PIRATE!

Don’t forget to include an eye 
patch or perhaps even a trusty 
parrot on their shoulder!
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Week 5 - TREASURE CHEST

Buried treasure is a popular part of pirate lore 
after all, ‘X marks the spot’!  There are so 
many tales of chests piled high with jewels, 
ornate cups and overflowing with gold coins 
hidden deep in the sand, ready for the pirates 
to pick up later when the coast was clear! 
However, there aren’t many accounts of pirates 
actually burying their loot. Not many wanted to 
risk losing it! In fact, there is only one pirate 
thought to have buried treasure and he went 
by the name of William Kidd. 

William Kidd was born in Scotland but 
emigrated to New York. To begin with, he 
hunted pirates and worked as a privateer but it 
wasn’t long until the pirate life called to him. 
Legend says he buried treasure on Gardiner’s 
Island off the coast of New York as well as a 
number of other places. For 300 years people have been searching for Captain Kidd’s 
buried treasure but so far, none of it has been found!

Did you know…

Hidden treasure is a very popular theme in books and films from the ‘Pirates of the 
Caribbean’ franchise to Robert Louis Stevenson’s very famous book ‘Treasure Island’. It 
was books like ‘Treasure Island’ which helped to cement the legend of the pirates and their 

buried treasure in popular culture 
with “X marks the spot” and trusty 
parrot companions!

This week’s quick build is…..A 
TREASURE CHEST!

Perhaps you could even include a 
map with X marks the spot?
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Week 6- PALM TREE

When we think of desert islands we 
often think of paradise. White sand, 
crystal clear waters, beautiful fish 
swimming around and of course, palm 
trees.

There are over 2,500 species of palm 
trees and they are mostly found in 
areas with hot, tropical climates 
including deserts and rainforests. Most 
species have huge, evergreen leaves 
or fronds at the top of a long trunk and 
flower every year. Some, however, are 
vines and others are shrubs- there’s 
quite a variety in these plants!

Many common food products can be traced back to the humble palm tree. Obviously, there 
are coconuts but dates and acai fruit also grow on these trees.

They are also very, very old and early species can be traced back 80 million years! That 
means that they were about when the dinosaurs were alive!

Did you know…

Palm trees can grow very tall! The Quindio wax palm, the national tree of Colombia in 
South America, can grow up to 60 metres tall. That’s the equivalent of seven London 
buses end to end!

This week’s quick build is…A 
PALM TREE!

Why not include a couple of 
coconuts and maybe even a 
cheeky parrot peeking out 
between the leaves?
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Week 7 - LIZARD

Lizards are reptiles. There are over 6,000 different 
species belonging to over 40 groups which means 
they come in lots of different shapes and sizes. 
Some have two legs, some have four, some have no 
legs at all! There are also lizards in almost every 
single colour you can think of!

The smallest lizard in the world is the dwarf gecko 
which is a tiny 1.6 centimetres long. It is so small, it 
can fit on the tip of an adults thumb! On the other 
end of the ‘scale’ is the Komodo dragon. This 
massive reptile is the largest in the world and grows 
up to 3 metres long. That’s about as long as three of 
your teachers!

Lizards are found all around the world and live in many different habitats. There are lizards 
who like to live in trees, lizards who live in the desert in the rocks and some who like to live 
in bushes and plants on the ground. The common iguana, for example, lives in the trees of 
South America and has adapted to be brilliant at leaping from branch to branch. The 
desert iguana, on the other hand, has adapted to be able to cope with really high 
temperatures, perfect for living in the hot sandy desert.

Did you know…

Chameleons don’t change just change colour as a way of escaping predators. Many 
scientists believe that these lizards may alter their appearance as a way of reflecting their 
moods. Lighter colours, for example, may be a way of attracting a mate and darker colours 
may be a way of signalling that they aren’t happy. 

They also change colours to help to adjust to temperature changes. If they are cold, they 
may change to a darker colour to help them to adjust more heat and if they are too warm, 
they may change to a lighter colour to help them reflect more heat and cool down. 

This week's quick build is…A LIZARD!

Perhaps you could build a couple of tiny little 
dwarf geckos, a huge Komodo dragon or 
even a colourful chameleon? 
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Team Build Ideas 

1. Shipwreck

This could get really big! Whether the children 
decide to do a more current style of ship like 
the one shown above or a more traditional 
‘pirate ship’ style wreck there is certainly lots 
to build. Can they build half of the wreck under 
water?! Will there be any hidden resources? 
Could the wreck contain hidden treasure?!

2. Raft Building

However much fun you are having on your 
desert island at some point you might need to 
have a go at fishing for food. A raft might be 
the perfect way to do that!


